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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE 

CORINTHIANS 

WRITER. The Apostle Paul. His relation to the church at Corinth is set forth in Acts 18:1–18, 

and in the Epistles to the Corinthians. 

Date. First Corinthians was written in A.D. 59, at the close of Paul’s three years’ residence 

in Ephesus (Acts 20:31; 1 Cor. 16:5–8). 

Theme. The subjects treated are various, but may all be classified under the general theme, 

Christian conduct. Even the tremendous revelation of the truth concerning resurrection is made 

to bear upon that theme (1 Cor. 15:58). The occasion of the Epistle was a letter of inquiry from 

Corinth concerning marriage, and the use of meats offered to idols (1 Cor. 7:1; 8:1–13), but the 

apostle was much more exercised by reports of the deepening divisions and increasing 

contentions in the church, and of a case of incest which had not been judged (1:10–12; 5:1). 

The factions were not due to heresies, but to the carnality of the restless Corinthians, and 

to their Greek admiration of “wisdom” and eloquence. The abomination of human leadership 

in the things of God is here rebuked. Minor disorders were due to vanity, yielding to a childish 

delight in tongues and the sign gifts, rather than to sober instruction (1 Cor. 14:1–28). Paul 

defends his apostleship because it involved the authority of the doctrine revealed through him. 

A rigid analysis of First Corinthians is not possible. The Epistle is not a treatise, but came 

from the Spirit through the apostle’s grief, solicitude, and holy indignation. The following 

analysis may, however, be helpful. I. Introduction: The believer’s standing in grace, 1:1–9. II. 

The contrast of their present factious state, 1:10–4:21. III. Immorality rebuked; discipline 

enjoined, 5:1–6:8. IV. The sanctity of the body, and Christian marriage, 6:9–7:40. V. Meats, 

and the limitations of Christian liberty, 8:1–11:1. VI. Christian order and the Lord’s Supper, 

11:2–34. VII. Spiritual gifts in relation to the body, the church, and Christian ministry, 12:1–

14:40. VIII. The resurrection of the dead, 15:1–58. IX. Special directions and greetings, 16:1–

24. 
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Chapter 1 

 
1 Paul, a called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God’s will, and Sosthenes the brother, 2 to the 

assembly of God which is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all 

that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: 3 Grace to 

you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I thank my God always about 

you, in respect of the grace of God given to you in Christ Jesus; 5 that in everything ye have 

been enriched in him, in all word of doctrine, and all knowledge, 6 (according as the testimony 

of the Christ has been confirmed in you,) 7 so that ye come short in no gift, awaiting the 

revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ; 8 who shall also confirm you to the end, unimpeachable in 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom ye have been called into the 

fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
10  Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all say the 

same thing, and that there be not among you divisions; but that ye be perfectly united in the 

same mind and in the same opinion. 11  For it has been shewn to me concerning you, my 

brethren, by those of the house of Chloe, that there are strifes among you. 12  But I speak of 

this, that each of you says, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ. 13  Is 

the Christ divided? has Paul been crucified for you? or have ye been baptised unto the name of 

Paul?  
14  I thank God that I have baptised none of you, unless Crispus and Gaius, 15  that no one 

may say that I have baptised unto my own name. 16  Yes, I baptised also the house of Stephanas; 

for the rest I know not if I have baptised any other.  
17  For Christ has not sent me to baptise, but to preach glad tidings; not in wisdom of word, 

that the cross of the Christ may not be made vain. 18  For the word of the cross is to them that 

perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is God’s power. 19  For it is written, I will destroy 

the wisdom of the wise, and set aside the understanding of the understanding ones. 20  Where 

is the wise? where scribe? where disputer of this world? has not God made foolish the wisdom 

of the world? 21  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom has not known God, 

God has been pleased by the foolishness of the preaching to save those that believe. 22  Since 

Jews indeed ask for signs, and Greeks seek wisdom; 23  but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews 

an offence, and to nations foolishness; 24  but to those that are called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ God’s power and God’s wisdom. 25  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 

and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26  For consider your calling, brethren, that there 

are not many wise according to flesh, not many powerful, not many high-born. 27  But God has 

chosen the foolish things of the world, that he may put to shame the wise; and God has chosen 

the weak things of the world, that he may put to shame the strong things; 28  and the ignoble 

things of the world, and the despised, has God chosen, and things that are not, that he may 

annul the things that are; 29  so that no flesh should boast before God. 30  But of him are ye in 

Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and 

redemption; 31  that according as it is written, He that boasts, let him boast in the Lord.  

1:2 Verses 2–9, in contrast with vs. 10–13, illustrate a distinction constantly made in the Epistles between the 

believer’s position in Christ Jesus, in the family of God, and his walk, or actual state. Christian position in grace 

is the result of the work of Christ, and is fully entered the moment that Christ is received by faith (John 1:12, 13; 

Rom. 8:1, 15–17; 1 Cor. 1:2, 30; 12:12, 13; Gal. 3:26; Eph. 1:3–14; 2:4–9; 1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6; 5:9, 10). The 

weakest, most ignorant, and fallible believer has precisely the same relationships in grace as the most illustrious 

saint. All the after work of God in his behalf, the application of the word to walk and conscience (John 17:17; 

Eph. 5:26), the divine chastenings (1 Cor. 11:32; Heb. 12:10), the ministry of the Spirit (Eph. 4:11, 12), the 

difficulties and trials of the path (1 Pet. 4:12, 13), and the final transformation at the appearing of Christ (1 John 

3:2), have for their object to make the believer’s character conform to his exalted position in Christ. He grows in 

grace, not into grace. 
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1:7 Three words are used in connection with the return of the Lord. (1) Parousia. “personal presence,” also 

used by Paul of the “coming” of Stephanas (1 Cor. 16:17), of Titus (2 Cor. 7:6, 7), and of his own “coming” to 

Philippi (Phil. 1:26). The word means simply personal presence, and is used of the return of the Lord as that event 

relates to the blessing of saints (1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thes. 4:14, 17), and to the destruction of the man of sin (2 Thes. 

2:8). (2) Apokalupsis, “unveiling,” “revelation.” The use of this word emphasizes the visibility of the Lord’s return. 

It is used of the Lord (2 Thes. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:7, 13; 4:13), of the sons of God in connection with the Lord’s return 

(Rom. 8:19), and of the man of sin (2 Thes. 2:3, 6, 8), and always implies visibility. (3) Epiphaneia, “appearing,” 

trans. “brightness” (2 Thes. 2:8, A.V.; “manifestation,” R.V.), and means simply an appearing. It is used of both 

advents (2 Tim. 1:10; 2 Thes. 2:8; 1 Tim. 6:14; 2 Tim. 4:1, 8; Tit. 2:13). 

1:8 The expression, “day of Christ,” occurs in the following passages: 1 Cor. 1:8; 5:5; 2 Cor. 1:14; Phil. 1:6, 

10; 2:16. A.V. has “day of Christ,” 2 Thes. 2:2, incorrectly, for “day of the LORD” (Isa. 2:12; Rev. 19:11–21). The 

“day of Christ” relates wholly to the reward and blessing of saints at His coming, as “day of the LORD” is 

connected with judgment. 

 

Chapter 2 

 
1  And I, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, 

announcing to you the testimony of God. 2  For I did not judge it well to know anything among 

you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3  And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in 

much trembling; 4  and my word and my preaching, not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power; 5  that your faith might not stand in men’s wisdom, 

but in God’s power.  
6  But we speak wisdom among the perfect; but wisdom not of this world, nor of the rulers 

of this world, who come to nought. 7  But we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, that hidden 

wisdom which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory: 8  which none of the 

princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;) 
9  but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which 

have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, 10  but God 

has revealed to us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. 11  For 

who of men hath known the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? thus 

also the things of God knows no one except the Spirit of God. 12  But we have received, not the 

spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we may know the things which have 

been freely given to us of God: 13  which also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, 

but in those taught by the Spirit, communicating spiritual things by spiritual means. 14  But the 

natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him; and he 

cannot know them because they are spiritually discerned; 15  but the spiritual discerns all things, 

and he is discerned of no one. 16  For who has known the mind of the Lord, who shall instruct 

him? But we have the mind of Christ.  

2:13 (1) The writers of Scripture invariably affirm, where the subject is mentioned by them at all, that the 

words of their writings are divinely taught. This, of necessity, refers to the original documents, not to translations 

and versions; but the labours of competent scholars have brought our English versions to a degree of perfection 

so remarkable that we may confidently rest upon them as authoritative. (2) 1 Cor. 2:9–14 gives the process by 

which a truth passes from the mind of God to the minds of His people. (a) The unseen things of God are 

undiscoverable by the natural man (v. 9). (b) These unseen things God has revealed to chosen men (vs. 10–12). 

(c) The revealed things are communicated in Spirit-taught words (v. 13). This implies neither mechanical dictation 

nor the effacement of the writer’s personality, but only that the Spirit infallibly guides in the choice of words from 

the writer’s own vocabulary (v. 13). (d) These Spirit-taught words, in which the revelation has been expressed, 

are discerned, as to their true spiritual content, only by the spiritual among believers (1 Cor. 2:15, 16). See also 

Rev. 22:19, note. 

2:14 Paul divides men into three classes: psuchikos, “of the senses” (Jas. 3:15; Jude 19), or “natural,” i.e. the 

Adamic man, unrenewed through the new birth (John 3:3, 5); pneumatikos, “spiritual,” i.e. the renewed man as 

Spirit-filled and walking in the Spirit in full communion with God (Eph. 5:18–20); and sarkikos, “carnal,” 

“fleshly,” i.e. the renewed man who, walking “after the flesh,” remains a babe in Christ (1 Cor. 3:1–4). The natural 
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man may be learned, gentle, eloquent, fascinating, but the spiritual content of Scripture is absolutely hidden from 

him; and the fleshly, or carnal, Christian is able to comprehend only its simplest truths, “milk” (1 Cor. 3:2). 

 

Chapter 3 

 
1  And I, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to 

babes in Christ. 2  I have given you milk to drink, not meat, for ye have not yet been able, nor 

indeed are ye yet able; 3  for ye are yet carnal. For whereas there are among you emulation and 

strife, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man? 4  For when one says, I am of Paul, and 

another, I of Apollos, are ye not men?  
5  Who then is Apollos, and who Paul? Ministering servants, through whom ye have 

believed, and as the Lord has given to each. 6  I have planted; Apollos watered; but God has 

given the increase. 7  So that neither the planter is anything, nor the waterer; but God the giver 

of the increase. 8  But the planter and the waterer are one; but each shall receive his own reward 

according to his own labour. 9  For we are God’s fellow-workmen; ye are God’s husbandry, 

God’s building. 10  According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise 

architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds 

upon it.  
11  For other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12  Now if any one build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, straw, 
13  the work of each shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare it, because it is revealed 

in fire; and the fire shall try the work of each what it is. 14  If the work of any one which he has 

built upon the foundation shall abide, he shall receive a reward. 15  If the work of any one shall 

be consumed, he shall suffer loss, but he shall be saved, but so as through the fire.  
16  Do ye not know that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

17  If any one corrupt the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, 

and such are ye.  
18  Let no one deceive himself: if any one thinks himself to be wise among you in this world, 

let him become foolish, that he may be wise. 19  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 

with God; for it is written, He who takes the wise in their craftiness. 20  And again, The Lord 

knows the reasonings of the wise that they are vain.  
21  So that let no one boast in men; for all things are yours. 22  Whether Paul, or Apollos, or 

Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things coming, all are yours; 23  and 

ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.  

3:8 Paul refutes the notion that he and Cephas and Apollos are at variance, mere theologians and rival 

founders of sects: they are “one.” See v. 22, and 1 Cor. 16:12. 

3:14 God, in the N.T. Scriptures, offers to the lost, salvation, and, for the faithful service of the saved, rewards. 

The passages are easily distinguished by remembering that salvation is invariably spoken of as a free gift (e.g. 

John 4:10; Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8, 9); while rewards are earned by works (Mt. 10:42; Lk. 19:17; 1 Cor. 9:24, 25; 2 

Tim. 4:7, 8; Rev. 2:10; 22:12). A further distinction is that salvation is a present possession (Lk. 7:50; John 3:36; 

5:24; 6:47), while rewards are a future attainment, to be given at the coming of the Lord (Mt. 16:27; 2 Tim. 4:8; 

Rev. 22:12). 

 

Chapter 4 

 
1  Let a man so account of us as servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 

2  Here, further, it is sought in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 3  But for me it is the very 

smallest matter that I be examined of you or of man’s day. Nor do I even examine myself. 4  For 

I am conscious of nothing in myself; but I am not justified by this: but he that examines me is 

the Lord. 5  So that do not judge anything before the time, until the Lord shall come, who shall 
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also both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and shall make manifest the counsels of 

hearts; and then shall each have his praise from God. 6  Now these things, brethren, I have 

transferred, in their application, to myself and Apollos, for your sakes, that ye may learn in us 

the lesson of not letting your thoughts go above what is written, that ye may not be puffed up 

one for such a one against another.  
7  For who makes thee to differ? and what hast thou which thou hast not received? but if 

also thou hast received, why boastest thou as not receiving? 8  Already ye are filled; already ye 

have been enriched; ye have reigned without us; and I would that ye reigned, that we also might 

reign with you. 9  For I think that God has set us the apostles for the last, as appointed to death. 

For we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and men. 10  We are fools for 

Christ’s sake, but ye prudent in Christ: we weak, but ye strong: ye glorious, but we in 

dishonour. 11  To the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and are in nakedness, and buffeted, 

and wander without a home, 12  and labour, working with our own hands. Railed at, we bless; 

persecuted, we suffer it; 13  insulted, we entreat: we are become as the offscouring of the world, 

the refuse of all, until now.  
14  Not as chiding do I write these things to you, but as my beloved children I admonish 

you. 15  For if ye should have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet not many fathers; for in 

Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the glad tidings. 16  I entreat you therefore, be my 

imitators.  
17  For this reason I have sent to you Timotheus, who is my beloved and faithful child in 

the Lord, who shall put you in mind of my ways as they are in Christ, according as I teach 

everywhere in every assembly. 18  But some have been puffed up, as if I were not coming to 

you; 19  but I will come quickly to you, if the Lord will; and I will know, not the word of those 

that are puffed up, but the power. 20  For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 
21  What will ye? that I come to you with a rod; or in love, and in a spirit of meekness?  

 

Chapter 5 

 
1  It is universally reported that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is 

not even among the nations, so that one should have his father’s wife. 2  And ye are puffed up, 

and ye have not rather mourned, in order that he that has done this deed might be taken away 

out of the midst of you. 3  For I, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged as 

present, 4  to deliver, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (ye and my spirit being gathered 

together, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ), him that has so wrought this: 5  to deliver 

him, I say, being such, to Satan for destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the 

day of the Lord Jesus. 6  Your boasting is not good. Do ye not know that a little leaven leavens 

the whole lump?  
7  Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, according as ye are unleavened. For 

also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed; 8  so that let us celebrate the feast, not with old 

leaven, nor with leaven of malice and wickedness, but with unleavened bread of sincerity and 

truth.  
9  I have written to you in the epistle not to mix with fornicators; 10  not altogether with the 

fornicators of this world, or with the avaricious and rapacious, or idolaters, since then ye should 

go out of the world. 11  But now I have written to you, if any one called brother be fornicator, 

or avaricious, or idolater, or abusive, or a drunkard, or rapacious, not to mix with him; with 

such a one not even to eat. 12  For what have I to do with judging those outside also? ye, do not 

ye judge them that are within? 13  But those without God judges. Remove the wicked person 

from amongst yourselves.  
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5:2 What contempt this pours upon the divisions among the Corinthians: “Apollonians,” and “Paulinians,” 

and “Cephasites,” all alike indifferent to this instance of gross sin! 

5:5 Gr. olethros, used elsewhere, 1 Thes. 5:3; 2 Thes. 1:9; 1 Tim. 6:9, never means annihilation. 

 

Chapter 6 

 
1  Dare any one of you, having a matter against another, prosecute his suit before the unjust, 

and not before the saints? 2  Do ye not then know that the saints shall judge the world? and if 

the world is judged by you, are ye unworthy of the smallest judgments? 3  Do ye not know that 

we shall judge angels? and not then matters of this life? 4  If then ye have judgments as to things 

of this life, set those to judge who are little esteemed in the assembly. 5  I speak to you to put 

you to shame. Thus there is not a wise person among you, not even one, who shall be able to 

decide between his brethren! 6  But brother prosecutes his suit with brother, and that before 

unbelievers. 7  Already indeed then it is altogether a fault in you that ye have suits between 

yourselves. Why do ye not rather suffer wrong? why are ye not rather defrauded? 8  But ye do 

wrong, and defraud, and this your brethren.  
9  Do ye not know that unrighteous persons shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 

err: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor those who make women of themselves, 

nor who abuse themselves with men, 10  nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor abusive 

persons, nor the rapacious, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11  And these things were some of 

you; but ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.  
12  All things are lawful to me, but all things do not profit; all things are lawful to me, but I 

will not be brought under the power of any. 13  Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats; but 

God will bring to nothing both it and them: but the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord, 

and the Lord for the body. 14  And God has both raised up the Lord, and will raise us up from 

among the dead by his power. 15  Do ye not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 

Shall I then, taking the members of the Christ, make them members of a harlot? Far be the 

thought. 16  Do ye not know that he that is joined to the harlot is one body? for the two, he says, 

shall be one flesh. 17  But he that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit. 18  Flee fornication. Every 

sin which a man may practise is without the body, but he that commits fornication sins against 

his own body. 19  Do ye not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in 

you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? 20  for ye have been bought with a price: 

glorify now then God in your body.  

 

Chapter 7 

 
1  But concerning the things of which ye have written to me: It is good for a man not to 

touch a woman; 2  but on account of fornications, let each have his own wife, and each woman 

have her own husband. 3  Let the husband render her due to the wife, and in like manner the 

wife to the husband. 4  The wife has not authority over her own body, but the husband: in like 

manner also the husband has not authority over his own body, but the wife. 5  Defraud not one 

another, unless, it may be, by consent for a time, that ye may devote yourselves to prayer, and 

again be together, that Satan tempt you not because of your incontinency. 6  But this I say, as 

consenting to, not as commanding it. 7  Now I wish all men to be even as myself: but every one 

has his own gift of God: one man thus, and another thus. 8  But I say to the unmarried and to 

the widows, It is good for them that they remain even as I. 9  But if they have not control over 

themselves, let them marry; for it is better to marry than to burn.  
10  But to the married I enjoin, not I, but the Lord, Let not wife be separated from husband; 

11  (but if also she shall have been separated, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her 
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husband;) and let not husband leave wife. 12  But as to the rest, I say, not the Lord, If any brother 

have an unbelieving wife, and she consent to dwell with him, let him not leave her. 13  And a 

woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to dwell with her, let her not leave 

her husband. 14  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife, and the unbelieving wife 

is sanctified in the brother; since otherwise indeed your children are unclean, but now they are 

holy. 15  But if the unbeliever go away, let them go away; a brother or a sister is not bound in 

such cases, but God has called us in peace. 16  For what knowest thou, O wife, if thou shalt save 

thy husband? or what knowest thou, O husband, if thou shalt save thy wife?  
17  However, as the Lord has divided to each, as God has called each, so let him walk; and 

thus I ordain in all the assemblies. 18  Has any one been called circumcised? let him not become 

uncircumcised: has any one been called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised. 
19  Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing; but keeping God’s commandments. 
20  Let each abide in that calling in which he has been called. 21  Hast thou been called being a 

bondman, let it not concern thee; but and if thou canst become free, use it rather. 22  For the 

bondman that is called in the Lord is the Lord’s freedman; in like manner also the freeman 

being called is Christ’s bondman. 23  Ye have been bought with a price; do not be the bondmen 

of men. 24  Let each, wherein he is called, brethren, therein abide with God.  
25  But concerning virgins, I have no commandment of the Lord; but I give my opinion, as 

having received mercy of the Lord to be faithful. 26  I think then that this is good, on account 

of the present necessity, that it is good for a man to remain so as he is. 27  Art thou bound to a 

wife? seek not to be loosed; art thou free from a wife? do not seek a wife. 28  But if thou 

shouldest also marry, thou hast not sinned; and if the virgin marry, they have not sinned: but 

such shall have tribulation in the flesh; but I spare you. 29  But this I say, brethren, the time is 

straitened. For the rest, that they who have wives, be as not having any: 30  and they that weep, 

as not weeping; and they that rejoice, as not rejoicing; and they that buy, as not possessing; 
31  and they that use the world, as not disposing of it as their own; for the fashion of this world 

passes. 32  But I wish you to be without care. The unmarried cares for the things of the Lord, 

how he shall please the Lord; 33  but he that has married cares for the things of the world, how 

he shall please his wife. 34  There is a difference between the wife and the virgin. The unmarried 

cares for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and spirit; but she that has 

married cares for the things of the world, how she shall please her husband. 35  But I say this 

for your own profit; not that I may set a snare before you, but for what is seemly, and waiting 

on the Lord without distraction.  
36  But if any one think that he behaves unseemly to his virginity, if he be beyond the flower 

of his age, and so it must be, let him do what he will, he does not sin: let them marry. 37  But 

he who stands firm in his heart, having no need, but has authority over his own will, and has 

judged this in his heart to keep his own virginity, he does well. 38  So that he that marries himself 

does well; and he that does not marry does better.  
39  A wife is bound for whatever time her husband lives; but if the husband be fallen asleep, 

she is free to be married to whom she will, only in the Lord. 40  But she is happier if she so 

remain, according to my judgment; but I think that I also have God’s Spirit.  
 

7:12 So far from disclaiming inspiration, the apostle associates his teaching with the Lord’s. Cases had arisen 

(e.g. vs. 12–16), as the Gospel overflowed Jewish limitations, not comprehended in the words of Jesus (Mt. 5:31, 

32; 19:5–9) which were an instruction, primarily, to Israel. These new conditions demanded authoritative 

settlement, and only the inspired words of an apostle could give that. See v. 40. 
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Chapter 8 

 
1  But concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know, (for we all have knowledge: 

knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. 2  If any one think he knows anything, he knows nothing 

yet as he ought to know it. 3  But if any one love God, he is known of him):  
4  —concerning then the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that an idol is nothing 

in the world, and that there is no other God save one. 5  For and if indeed there are those called 

gods, whether in heaven or on earth, (as there are gods many, and lords many,) 6  yet to us there 

is one God, the Father, of whom all things, and we for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by 

whom are all things, and we by him.  
7  But knowledge is not in all: but some, with conscience of the idol, until now eat as of a 

thing sacrificed to idols; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8  But meat does not 

commend us to God; neither if we should not eat do we come short; nor if we should eat have 

we an advantage. 9  But see lest anywise this your right to eat itself be a stumbling-block to the 

weak. 10  For if any one see thee, who hast knowledge, sitting at table in an idol-house, shall 

not his conscience, he being weak, be emboldened to eat the things sacrificed to the idol? 11  and 

the weak one, the brother for whose sake Christ died, will perish through thy knowledge. 
12  Now, thus sinning against the brethren, and wounding their weak conscience, ye sin against 

Christ. 13  Wherefore if meat be a fall-trap to my brother, I will eat no flesh for ever, that I may 

not be a fall-trap to my brother.  

 

Chapter 9 

 
1  Am I not free? am I not an apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord? are not ye my work 

in the Lord? 2  If I am not an apostle to others, yet at any rate I am to you: for the seal of mine 

apostleship are ye in the Lord.  
3  My defence to those who examine me is this: 4  Have we not a right to eat and to drink? 

5  have we not a right to take round a sister as wife, as also the other apostles, and the brethren 

of the Lord, and Cephas? 6  Or I alone and Barnabas, have we not a right not to work? 7  Who 

ever carries on war at his own charges? who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its fruit? or 

who herds a flock and does not eat of the milk of the flock? 8  Do I speak these things as a man, 

or does not the law also say these things? 9  For in the law of Moses it is written, Thou shalt not 

muzzle the ox that is treading out corn. Is God occupied about the oxen, 10  or does he say it 

altogether for our sakes? For for our sakes it has been written, that the plougher should plough 

in hope, and he that treads out corn, in hope of partaking of it. 11  If we have sown to you 

spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? 12  If others partake of 

this right over you, should not rather we? But we have not used this right, but we bear all things, 

that we may put no hindrance in the way of the glad tidings of the Christ. 13  Do ye not know 

that they who labour at sacred things eat of the offerings offered in the temple; they that attend 

at the altar partake with the altar? 14  So also the Lord has ordained to those that announce the 

glad tidings to live of the glad tidings.  
15  But I have used none of these things. Now I have not written these things that it should 

be thus in my case; for it were good for me rather to die than that any one should make vain 

my boast. 16  For if I announce the glad tidings, I have nothing to boast of; for a necessity is 

laid upon me; for it is woe to me if I should not announce the glad tidings. 17  For if I do this 

voluntarily, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with an administration. 
18  What is the reward then that I have? That in announcing the glad tidings I make the glad 

tidings costless to others, so as not to have made use, as belonging to me, of my right in 

announcing the glad tidings.  
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19  For being free from all, I have made myself bondman to all, that I might gain the most 

possible. 20  And I became to the Jews as a Jew, in order that I might gain the Jews: to those 

under law, as under law, not being myself under law, in order that I might gain those under 

law: 21  to those without law, as without law, (not as without law to God, but as legitimately 

subject to Christ,) in order that I might gain those without law. 22  I became to the weak, as 

weak, in order that I might gain the weak. To all I have become all things, in order that at all 

events I might save some. 23  And I do all things for the sake of the glad tidings, that I may be 

fellow-partaker with them.  
24  Know ye not that they who run in the race-course run all, but one receives the prize? 

Thus run in order that ye may obtain. 25  But every one that contends for a prize is temperate in 

all things: they then indeed that they may receive a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. 
26  I therefore thus run, as not uncertainly; so I combat, as not beating the air. 27  But I buffet 

my body, and lead it captive, lest after having preached to others I should be myself rejected.  

9:21 The expression is peculiar and might be literally rendered, “not lawless toward God, but inlawed to 

Christ.” See “Law (of Christ),” Gal. 6:2; 2 John 5. It is another way of saying, “not under the law, but under [the 

rule of] grace” (Rom. 6:14). 

9:27 Gr. adokimos, “disapproved.” Dokimos, without the privative a, is translated “approved” in Rom. 14:18; 

16:10; 1 Cor. 11:19; 2 Cor. 10:18; 2 Tim. 2:15, and in Jas. 1:12 by the word “tried.” The prefix simply changes 

the word to a negative, i.e. not approved, or, disapproved. The apostle is writing of service, not of salvation. He 

is not expressing fear that he may fail of salvation but of his crown. See “Rewards” (Dan. 12:3; 1 Cor. 3:14). 

 

Chapter 10 

 
1  For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, 

and all passed through the sea; 2  and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 
3  and all ate the same spiritual food, 4  and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank of 

a spiritual rock which followed them: (now the rock was the Christ;) 5  yet God was not pleased 

with the most of them, for they were strewed in the desert.  
6  But these things happened as types of us, that we should not be lusters after evil things, 

as they also lusted. 7  Neither be ye idolaters, as some of them; as it is written, The people sat 

down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 8  Neither let us commit fornication, as some of 

them committed fornication, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. 9  Neither let us 

tempt the Christ, as some of them tempted, and perished by serpents. 10  Neither murmur ye, as 

some of them murmured, and perished by the destroyer. 11  Now all these things happened to 

them as types, and have been written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are 

come. 12  So that let him that thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13  No temptation has 

taken you but such as is according to man’s nature; and God is faithful, who will not suffer you 

to be tempted above what ye are able to bear, but will with the temptation make the issue also, 

so that ye should be able to bear it. 14  Wherefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.  
15  I speak as to intelligent persons: do ye judge what I say. 16  The cup of blessing which 

we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it 

not the communion of the body of the Christ? 17  Because we, being many, are one loaf, one 

body; for we all partake of that one loaf. 18  See Israel according to flesh: are not they who eat 

the sacrifices in communion with the altar? 19  What then do I say? that what is sacrificed to an 

idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20  But that what the nations sacrifice they sacrifice 

to demons, and not to God. Now I do not wish you to be in communion with demons. 21  Ye 

cannot drink the Lord’s cup, and the cup of demons: ye cannot partake of the Lord’s table, and 

of the table of demons. 22  Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?  
23  All things are lawful, but all are not profitable; all things are lawful, but all do not edify. 

24  Let no one seek his own advantage, but that of the other. 25  Everything sold in the shambles 
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eat, making no inquiry for conscience sake. 26  For the earth is the Lord’s and its fulness. 27  But 

if any one of the unbelievers invite you, and ye are minded to go, all that is set before you eat, 

making no inquiry for conscience sake. 28  But if any one say to you, This is offered to holy 

purposes, do not eat, for his sake that pointed it out, and conscience sake; 29  but conscience, I 

mean, not thine own, but that of the other: for why is my liberty judged by another conscience? 
30  If I partake with thanksgiving, why am I spoken evil of for what I give thanks for? 
31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatever ye do, do all things to God’s glory. 32  Give 

no occasion to stumbling, whether to Jews, or Greeks, or the assembly of God. 33  Even as I 

also please all in all things; not seeking my own profit, but that of the many, that they may be 

saved.  

 
10:8 Cf. Num. 25:9. A discrepancy has been imagined. 1 Cor. 10:8 gives the number of deaths in “one day”; 

Num. 25:9, the total number of deaths “in the plague.” Some discrepant statements concerning numbers are, 

however, found in the existing manuscripts of the Hebrew Scriptures. These are most naturally ascribed to the fact 

that the Hebrews used letters in the place of numerals. The letters from Koph to Tau express hundreds up to four 

hundred. Five certain Hebrew letters, written in a different form, carry hundreds up to nine hundred, while 

thousands are expressed by two dots over the proper unit letter: e.g. the letter Teth, used alone, stands for 9; with 

two dots it stands for nine thousand. Error in transcription of Hebrew numbers thus becomes easy, preservation 

of numerical accuracy difficult. 

 

Chapter 11 

 
1  Be my imitators, even as I also am of Christ. 2  Now I praise you, that in all things ye are 

mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. 3  But I wish you to know 

that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman’s head is the man, and the Christ’s head 

God. 4  Every man praying or prophesying, having anything on his head, puts his head to shame. 
5  But every woman praying or prophesying with her head uncovered puts her own head to 

shame; for it is one and the same as a shaved woman. 6  For if a woman be not covered, let her 

hair also be cut off. But if it be shameful to a woman to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, 

let her be covered. 7  For man indeed ought not to have his head covered, being God’s image 

and glory; but woman is man’s glory. 8  For man is not of woman, but woman of man. 9  For 

also man was not created for the sake of the woman, but woman for the sake of the man. 
10  Therefore ought the woman to have authority on her head, on account of the angels. 
11  However, neither is woman without man, nor man without woman, in the Lord. 12  For as 

the woman is of the man, so also is the man by the woman, but all things of God. 13  Judge in 

yourselves: is it comely that a woman should pray to God uncovered? 14  Does not even nature 

itself teach you, that man, if he have long hair, it is a dishonour to him? 15  But woman, if she 

have long hair, it is glory to her; for the long hair is given to her in lieu of a veil. 16  But if any 

one think to be contentious, we have no such custom, nor the assemblies of God.  
17  But in prescribing to you on this which I now enter on, I do not praise, namely, that ye 

come together, not for the better, but for the worse. 18  For first, when ye come together in 

assembly, I hear there exist divisions among you, and I partly give credit to it. 19  For there must 

also be sects among you, that the approved may become manifest among you. 20  When ye 

come therefore together into one place, it is not to eat the Lord’s supper. 21  For each one in 

eating takes his own supper before others, and one is hungry and another drinks to excess. 
22  Have ye not then houses for eating and drinking? or do ye despise the assembly of God, and 

put to shame them who have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you? In this point I do 

not praise.  
23  For I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in 

the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, 24  and having given thanks broke it, and 

said, This is my body, which is for you: this do in remembrance of me. 25  In like manner also 
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the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as 

often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. 26  For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and 

drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come. 27  So that whosoever shall eat 

the bread, or drink the cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty in respect of the body and 

of the blood of the Lord. 28  But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink 

of the cup. 29  For the eater and drinker eats and drinks judgment to himself, not distinguishing 

the body. 30  On this account many among you are weak and infirm, and a good many are fallen 

asleep. 31  But if we judged ourselves, so were we not judged. 32  But being judged, we are 

disciplined of the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world. 33  So that, my brethren, 

when ye come together to eat, wait for one another. 34  If any one be hungry, let him eat at 

home, that ye may not come together for judgment. But the other things, whenever I come, I 

will set in order.  
 

11:31 Self-judgment is not so much the believer’s moral condemnation of his own ways or habits, as of 

himself, for allowing such ways. Self-judgment avoids chastisement. If neglected, the Lord judges, and the result 

is chastisement, but never condemnation. (v. 32; 2 Sam. 7:14, 15; 12:13, 14; 1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Tim. 1:20; Heb. 12:7). 

See other judgments, John 12:31, note; 2 Cor. 5:10, note; Mt. 25:32, note; Ezk. 20:37, note; Jude 6, note; Rev. 

20:12, note. 

Chapter 12 

 
1  But concerning spiritual manifestations, brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. 2  Ye 

know that when ye were of the nations ye were led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye 

might be led. 3  I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in the power of the Spirit of 

God, says, Curse on Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 4  But there are distinctions of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5  and there are distinctions of 

services, and the same Lord; 6  and there are distinctions of operations, but the same God who 

operates all things in all. 7  But to each the manifestation of the Spirit is given for profit. 8  For 

to one, by the Spirit, is given the word of wisdom; and to another the word of knowledge, 

according to the same Spirit; 9  and to a different one faith, in the power of the same Spirit; and 

to another gifts of healing in the power of the same Spirit; 10  and to another operations of 

miracles; and to another prophecy; and to another discerning of spirits; and to a different one 

kinds of tongues; and to another interpretation of tongues. 11  But all these things operates the 

one and the same Spirit, dividing to each in particular according as he pleases.  
12  For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, 

being many, are one body, so also is the Christ. 13  For also in the power of one Spirit we have 

all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have 

all been given to drink of one Spirit. 14  For also the body is not one member but many. 15  If 

the foot say, Because I am not a hand I am not of the body, is it on account of this not indeed 

of the body? 16  And if the ear say, Because I am not an eye I am not of the body, is it on account 

of this not indeed of the body? 17  If the whole body were an eye, where the hearing? if all 

hearing, where the smelling? 18  But now God has set the members, each one of them in the 

body, according as it has pleased him. 19  But if all were one member, where the body? 20  But 

now the members are many, and the body one. 21  The eye cannot say to the hand, I have not 

need of thee; or again, the head to the feet, I have not need of you. 22  But much rather, the 

members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23  and those parts of the body 

which we esteem to be the more void of honour, these we clothe with more abundant honour; 

and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness; 24  but our comely parts have not 

need. But God has tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to the part 

that lacked; 25  that there might be no division in the body, but that the members might have the 

same concern one for another. 26  And if one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; and 

if one member be glorified, all the members rejoice with it.  
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27  Now ye are Christ’s body, and members in particular. 28  And God has set certain in the 

assembly: first, apostles; secondly, prophets; thirdly, teachers; then miraculous powers; then 

gifts of healings; helps; governments; kinds of tongues. 29  Are all apostles? are all prophets? 

are all teachers? are all in possession of miraculous powers? 30  have all gifts of healings? do 

all speak with tongues? do all interpret? 31  But desire earnestly the greater gifts, and yet shew 

I unto you a way of more surpassing excellence.  

12:1 The word pneumatika, lit. “spirituals,” i.e. matters of or from the Holy Spirit, gives the key to Chapters 

12, 13, 14. Chapter 12. concerns the Spirit in relation to the body of Christ. This relation is twofold: (1) The 

baptism with the Spirit forms the body by uniting believers to Christ the risen and glorified Head, and to each 

other (vs. 12, 13). The symbol of the body thus formed is the natural, human body (v. 12), and all the analogies 

are freely used (vs. 14–26). (2) To each believer is given a spiritual enablement and capacity for specific service. 

No believer is destitute of such gift (vs. 7, 11, 27), but in their distribution the Spirit acts in free sovereignty (v. 

11). There is no room for self-choosing, and Christian service is simply the ministry of such gift as the individual 

may have received (cf. Rom. 12:4–8). The gifts are diverse (vs. 6, 8–10, 28–30), but all are equally honourable 

because bestowed by the same Spirit, administered under the same Lord, and energized by the same God. 

12:10 The N.T. prophet is not ordinarily a foreteller, but rather a forth-teller, one whose gift enabled him to 

speak “to edification, and exhortation, and comfort” (1 Cor. 14:3). 

12:31 Chapter 13. continues the pneumatika begun in Chapter 12. Gifts are good, but only if ministered in 

love (13:1, 2). Benevolence is good, but not apart from love (13:3). Love is described (13:4–7). Love is better 

than our present incomplete knowledge (13:8–12), and greater than even faith and hope (v. 13). 

 

Chapter 13 

 
1  If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding 

brass or a clanging cymbal. 2  And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
3  And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, 

but have not love, I profit nothing.  
4  Love has long patience, is kind; love is not emulous of others; love is not insolent and 

rash, is not puffed up, 5  does not behave in an unseemly manner, does not seek what is its own, 

is not quickly provoked, does not impute evil, 6  does not rejoice at iniquity but rejoices with 

the truth, 7  bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  
8  Love never fails; but whether prophecies, they shall be done away; or tongues, they shall 

cease; or knowledge, it shall be done away. 9  For we know in part, and we prophesy in part: 
10  but when that which is perfect has come, that which is in part shall be done away. 11  When 

I was a child, I spoke as a child, I felt as a child, I reasoned as a child; when I became a man, I 

had done with what belonged to the child. 12  For we see now through a dim window obscurely, 

but then face to face; now I know partially, but then I shall know according as I also have been 

known. 13  And now abide faith, hope, love; these three things; and the greater of these is love.  

 

Chapter 14 

 
1  Follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual manifestations, but rather that ye may 

prophesy. 2  For he that speaks with a tongue does not speak to men but to God: for no one 

hears; but in spirit he speaks mysteries. 3  But he that prophesies speaks to men in edification, 

and encouragement, and consolation. 4  He that speaks with a tongue edifies himself; but he 

that prophesies edifies the assembly. 5  Now I desire that ye should all speak with tongues, but 

rather that ye should prophesy. But greater is he that prophesies than he that speaks with 

tongues, unless he interpret, that the assembly may receive edification.  
6  And now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, unless 

I shall speak to you either in revelation, or in knowledge, or in prophecy, or in teaching? 7  Even 
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lifeless things giving a sound, whether pipe or harp, if they give not distinction to the sounds, 

how shall it be known what is piped or harped? 8  For also, if the trumpet give an uncertain 

sound, who shall prepare himself for war? 9  Thus also ye with the tongue, unless ye give a 

distinct speech, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye will be speaking to the air. 
10  There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of undistinguishable 

sound. 11  If therefore I do not know the power of the sound, I shall be to him that speaks a 

barbarian, and he that speaks a barbarian for me. 12  Thus ye also, since ye are desirous of 

spirits, seek that ye may abound for the edification of the assembly. 13  Wherefore let him that 

speaks with a tongue pray that he may interpret. 14  For if I pray with a tongue, my spirit prays, 

but my understanding is unfruitful.  
15  What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, but I will pray also with the understanding; I 

will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding. 16  Since otherwise, if thou 

blessest with the spirit, how shall he who fills the place of the simple Christian say Amen, at 

thy giving of thanks, since he does not know what thou sayest? 17  For thou indeed givest thanks 

well, but the other is not edified. 18  I thank God I speak in a tongue more than all of you: 19  but 

in the assembly I desire to speak five words with my understanding, that I may instruct others 

also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue. 20  Brethren, be not children in your minds, 

but in malice be babes; but in your minds be grown men.  
21  It is written in the law, By people of other tongues, and by strange lips, will I speak to 

this people; and neither thus will they hear me, saith the Lord. 22  So that tongues are for a sign, 

not to those who believe, but to unbelievers; but prophecy, not to unbelievers, but to those who 

believe. 23  If therefore the whole assembly come together in one place, and all speak with 

tongues, and simple persons enter in, or unbelievers, will not they say ye are mad? 24  But if all 

prophesy, and some unbeliever or simple person come in, he is convicted of all, he is judged 

of all; 25  the secrets of his heart are manifested; and thus, falling upon his face, he will do 

homage to God, reporting that God is indeed amongst you.  
26  What is it then, brethren? whenever ye come together, each of you has a psalm, has a 

teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done to 

edification. 27  If any one speak with a tongue, let it be two, or at the most three, and separately, 

and let one interpret; 28  but if there be no interpreter, let him be silent in the assembly, and let 

him speak to himself and to God. 29  And let two or three prophets speak, and let the others 

judge. 30  But if there be a revelation to another sitting there, let the first be silent. 31  For ye can 

all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all be encouraged. 32  And spirits of prophets 

are subject to prophets. 33  For God is not a God of disorder but of peace, as in all the assemblies 

of the saints.  
34  Let your women be silent in the assemblies, for it is not permitted to them to speak; but 

to be in subjection, as the law also says. 35  But if they wish to learn anything, let them ask their 

own husbands at home; for it is a shame for a woman to speak in assembly.  
36  Did the word of God go out from you, or did it come to you only? 37  If any one thinks 

himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the 

Lord’s commandment. 38  But if any be ignorant, let him be ignorant. 39  So that, brethren, desire 

to prophesy, and do not forbid the speaking with tongues. 40  But let all things be done comelily 

and with order.  

 
14:1 The subject is still the pneumatika. Chapter 12. described the gifts and the Body; Chapter 13. the love 

which alone gives ministry of gift any value; Chapter 14. regulates the ministry of gift in the primitive, apostolic 

assembly of saints. (1) The important gift is that of prophecy (v. 1). The N.T. prophet was not merely a preacher, 

but an inspired preacher, through whom, until the N.T. was written, new revelations suited to the new dispensation 

were given (1 Cor. 14:29, 30). (2) Tongues and the sign gifts are to cease, and meantime must be used with 

restraint, and only if an interpreter be present (vs. 1–19, 27, 28). (3) In the primitive church there was liberty for 

the ministry of all the gifts which might be present, but for prophecy more especially (vs. 23–26, 31, 39). (4) In 
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such meetings, when “the whole church” came together “in one place,” women were required to keep silence (vs. 

34, 35; cf. 1 Cor. 11:3–16; 1 Tim. 2:11–14). (5) These injunctions are declared to be “the commandments of the 

Lord” (vs. 36, 37). 

 

Chapter 15 

 
1  But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which 

also ye received, in which also ye stand, 2  by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word 

which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. 3  For I 

delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, 

according to the scriptures; 4  and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, 

according to the scriptures; 5  and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6  Then he 

appeared to above five hundred brethren at once, of whom the most remain until now, but some 

also have fallen asleep. 7  Then he appeared to James; then to all the apostles; 8  and last of all, 

as to an abortion, he appeared to me also. 9  For I am the least of the apostles, who am not fit 

to be called apostle, because I have persecuted the assembly of God. 10  But by God’s grace I 

am what I am; and his grace, which was towards me, has not been vain; but I have laboured 

more abundantly than they all, but not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 11  Whether, 

therefore, I or they, thus we preach, and thus ye have believed.  
12  Now if Christ is preached that he is raised from among the dead, how say some among 

you that there is not a resurrection of those that are dead? 13  But if there is not a resurrection 

of those that are dead, neither is Christ raised: 14  but if Christ is not raised, then, indeed, vain 

also is our preaching, and vain also your faith. 15  And we are found also false witnesses of 

God; for we have witnessed concerning God that he raised the Christ, whom he has not raised 

if indeed those that are dead are not raised. 16  For if those that are dead are not raised, neither 

is Christ raised; 17  but if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 18  Then 

indeed also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19  If in this life only we have 

hope in Christ, we are the most miserable of all men.  
20  (But now Christ is raised from among the dead, first-fruits of those fallen asleep. 21  For 

since by man came death, by man also resurrection of those that are dead. 22  For as in the 

Adam all die, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive. 23  But each in his own rank: the 

first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ’s at his coming. 24  Then the end, when he gives 

up the kingdom to him who is God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all 

authority and power. 25  For he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet. 26  The last 

enemy that is annulled is death. 27  For he has put all things in subjection under his feet. But 

when he says that all things are put in subjection, it is evident that it is except him who put all 

things in subjection to him. 28  But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to 

him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in 

subjection to him, that God may be all in all.) 29  Since what shall the baptised for the dead do 

if those that are dead rise not at all? why also are they baptised for them? 30  Why do we also 

endanger ourselves every hour? 31  Daily I die, by your boasting which I have in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 32  If, to speak after the manner of man, I have fought with beasts in Ephesus, what 

is the profit to me if those that are dead do not rise? let us eat and drink; for to-morrow we die. 
33  Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. 34  Awake up righteously, and 

sin not; for some are ignorant of God: I speak to you as a matter of shame.  
35  But some one will say, How are the dead raised? and with what body do they come? 

36  Fool; what thou sowest is not quickened unless it die. 37  And what thou sowest, thou sowest 

not the body that shall be, but a bare grain: it may be of wheat, or some one of the rest: 38  and 

God gives to it a body as he has pleased, and to each of the seeds its own body. 39  Every flesh 

is not the same flesh, but one is of men, and another flesh of beasts, and another flesh of birds, 



I Corinthians. 

 

204 

 

and another of fishes. 40  And there are heavenly bodies, and earthly bodies: but different is the 

glory of the heavenly, different that of the earthly: 41  one the sun’s glory, and another the 

moon’s glory, and another the stars’ glory; for star differs from star in glory. 42  Thus also is 

the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruptibility. 43  It is sown 

in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44  It is sown a 

natural body, it is raised a spiritual body: if there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual one. 
45  Thus also it is written, The first man Adam became a living soul; the last Adam a quickening 

spirit. 46  But that which is spiritual was not first, but that which is natural, then that which is 

spiritual: 47  the first man out of the earth, made of dust; the second man, out of heaven. 48  Such 

as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly one, such also the 

heavenly ones. 49  And as we have borne the image of the one made of dust, we shall bear also 

the image of the heavenly one. 50  But this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit 

God’s kingdom, nor does corruption inherit incorruptibility.  
51  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52  in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and 

the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53  For this corruptible must 

needs put on incorruptibility, and this mortal put on immortality. 54  But when this corruptible 

shall have put on incorruptibility, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come 

to pass the word written: Death has been swallowed up in victory. 55  Where, O death, is thy 

sting? where, O death, thy victory? 56  Now the sting of death is sin, and the power of sin the 

law; 57  but thanks to God, who gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ.  
58  So then, my beloved brethren, be firm, immovable, abounding always in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.  

15:8 Gr. to ektromati, “before the due time.” Paul thinks of himself here as an Israelite whose time to be born 

again had not come; nationally (cf. Mt. 23:39), so that his conversion by the appearing of the Lord in glory (Acts 

9:3–6) was an illustration, or instance before the time, of the future national conversion of Israel. See Ezek. 20:35–

38; Hos. 2:14–17; Zech. 12:10–13:6; Rom. 11:25–27. 

15:22 Adam was a contrasting type of Christ (vs. 45–47; cf. Rom. 5:14–19). (1) “The first man Adam was 

made a living soul” (Gen. 2:7), i.e. he derived life from another, that is, God. “The last Adam was a life-giving 

spirit.” So far from deriving life, He was Himself the fountain of life, and He gave that life to others (John 1:4; 

5:21; 10:10; 12:24; 1 John 5:12). (2) In origin the first man was of the earth, earthy; the Second Man is the Lord 

from heaven. (3) Each is the head of a creation, and these also are in contrast: in Adam all die; in Christ all will 

be made alive; the Adamic creation is “flesh”; the new creation, “spirit” (John 3:6). 

15:24 Kingdom (N.T.), Summary: See “Kingdom (O.T.)” (Gen. 1:26–28; Zech. 12:8, note). Kingdom truth 

is developed in the N.T. in the following order: (1) The promise of the kingdom to David and his seed, and 

described in the prophets (2 Sam. 7:8–17, refs.; Zech. 12:8), enters the N.T. absolutely unchanged (Lk. 1:31–33). 

The King was born in Bethlehem (Mt. 2:1; Mic. 5:2), of a virgin (Mt. 1:18–25; Isa. 7:14). (2) The kingdom 

announced as “at hand” (Mt. 4:17, note) by John the Baptist, by the King, and by the Twelve, was rejected by the 

Jews, first morally (Mt. 11:20, note), and afterward officially (Mt. 21:42, 43), and the King, crowned with thorns, 

was crucified. (3) In anticipation of His official rejection and crucifixion, the King revealed the “mysteries” of the 

kingdom of heaven (Mt. 13:11, note) to be fulfilled in the interval between His rejection and His return in glory 

(Mt. 13:1–50). (4) Afterward He announced His purpose to “build” His church (Mt. 16:18, refs.), another 

“mystery” revealed through Paul which is being fulfilled contemporaneously with the mysteries of the kingdom. 

The “mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” and the “mystery” of the church (Eph. 3:9–11) occupy, historically, 

the same period, i.e. this present age. (5) The mysteries of the kingdom will be brought to an end by the “harvest” 

(Mt. 13:39–43, 49, 50) at the return of the King in glory, the church having previously been caught up to meet 

Him in the air (1 Thes. 4:14–17). (6) Upon His return the King will restore the Davidic monarchy in His own 

person, re-gather dispersed Israel, establish His power over all the earth, and reign one thousand years (Mt. 24:27–

30; Lk. 1:31–33; Acts 15:14–17; Rev. 20:1–10). (7) The kingdom of heaven (Mt. 3:2, note), thus established under 

David’s divine Son, has for its object the restoration of the divine authority in the earth, which may be regarded 

as a revolted province of the great kingdom of God (Mt. 6:33, note). When this is done (vs. 24, 25) the Son will 

deliver up the kingdom (of heaven, Mt. 3:2) to “God, even the Father,” that “God” (i.e. the triune God, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit) “may be all in all” (v. 28). The eternal throne is that “of God, and of the Lamb” (Rev. 22:1). 

The kingdom-age constitutes the seventh Dispensation (Eph. 1:10, note). 
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15:52 Resurrection, Summary: (1) The resurrection of the dead was believed by the patriarchs (Gen. 22:5 

with Heb. 11:19; Job 19:25–27), and revealed through the prophets (Isa. 26:19; Dan. 12:2, 13; Hos. 13:14), and 

miracles of the dead restored to life are recorded in the O.T. (2 Ki. 4:32–35; 13:21). (2) Jesus Christ restored life 

to the dead (Mt. 9:25; Lk. 7:12–15; John 11:43, 44), and predicted His own resurrection (John 10:18; Lk. 24:1–

8). (3) A resurrection of bodies followed the resurrection of Christ (Mt. 27:52, 53); and the apostles raised the 

dead (Acts 9:36–41; 20:9, 10). (4) Two resurrections are yet future, which are inclusive of “all that are in the 

graves” (John 5:28). These are distinguished as “of life” (1 Cor. 15:22, 23; 1 Thes. 4:14–17; Rev. 20:4), and “of 

judgment” (John 5:28, 29; Rev. 20:11–13). They are separated by a period of one thousand years (Rev. 20:5). The 

“first resurrection,” that “unto life,” will occur at the second coming of Christ (1 Cor. 15:23), the saints of the 

O.T. and church ages meeting Him in the air (1 Thes. 4:16, 17); while the martyrs of the tribulation, who also 

have part in the first resurrection (Rev. 20:4), are raised at the end of the great tribulation. (5) The mortal body 

will be related to the resurrection body as grain sown is related to the harvest (1 Cor. 15:37, 38); that body will be 

incorruptible, glorious, powerful, and spiritual (1 Cor. 15:42–44, 49). (6) The bodies of living believers will, at 

the same time, be instantaneously changed (1 Cor. 15:50–53; Phil. 3:20, 21). This “change” of the living, and 

resurrection of the dead in Christ, is called the “redemption of the body” (Rom. 8:23; Eph. 1:13, 14). (7) After the 

thousand years the “resurrection unto judgment” (John 5:29) occurs. The resurrection-body of the wicked dead is 

not described. They are judged according to their works, and cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:7–15). 

 

Chapter 16 

 
1  Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the assemblies of Galatia, so 

do ye do also. 2  On the first of the week let each of you put by at home, laying up in whatever 

degree he may have prospered, that there may be no collections when I come. 3  And when I 

am arrived, whomsoever ye shall approve, these I will send with letters to carry your bounty to 

Jerusalem: 4  and if it be suitable that I also should go, they shall go with me.  
5  But I will come to you when I shall have gone through Macedonia; for I do go through 

Macedonia. 6  But perhaps I will stay with you, or even winter with you, that ye may set me 

forward wheresoever I may go. 7  For I will not see you now in passing, for I hope to remain a 

certain time with you, if the Lord permit. 8  But I remain in Ephesus until Pentecost. 9  For a 

great door is opened to me and an effectual one, and the adversaries many.  
10  Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear; for he works the 

work of the Lord, even as I. 11  Let not therefore any one despise him; but set him forward in 

peace, that he may come to me; for I expect him with the brethren. 12  Now concerning the 

brother Apollos, I begged him much that he would go to you with the brethren; but it was not 

at all his will to go now; but he will come when he shall have good opportunity.  
13  Be vigilant; stand fast in the faith; quit yourselves like men; be strong. 14  Let all things 

ye do be done in love. 15  But I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it 

is the first-fruits of Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service,) 16  that 

ye should also be subject to such, and to every one joined in the work and labouring. 17  But I 

rejoice in the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus; because they have supplied 

what was lacking on your part. 18  For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: own therefore 

such.  
19  The assemblies of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla, with the assembly in their house, 

salute you much in the Lord. 20  All the brethren salute you. Salute one another with a holy kiss. 
21  The salutation of me Paul with my own hand. 22  If any one love not the Lord Jesus Christ 

let him be Anathema Maranatha. 23  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 24  My love 

be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.  

 

 


